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METAL SCULPTURE~HARRY BERTOIA

This relatively small building by Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, for the
Manufacturers Trust Company in New York, represents not only a fresh
point of view in banking architecture but is an excellent example of what
happens when the architect works intelligently and cooperatively with the
artist. The exterior of the structure is entirely of glass set in polished alum-
inum frames, but the focal point of the main banking floor is the great
70-foot long, 16-foot high, metal sculpture by Harry Bertoia. It is par-
ticularly significant that in this case, at least, the architect was responsible
for the general conception and the selection of the artist. Bertoia worked
in close collaboration with the designers of the building, and while in no
way compromising his own creative directions succeeded beautifully in
integrating his contribution within the whole so that one could not exist
successfully without the other.

The screen was assembled from seven major sections with panels arranged
in six vertical tiers and held in place by steel connecting bars. The fexture
and the gold and bronze tones of the panels were achieved by fusing
brass, copper and nickel to the smooth surface of %4 inch enameling steel.
This brazing process was accomplished with an acetylene torch and weld-
ing rods of various compositions. lllumination of the wonderfully intricate
construction is by adjustable brackets concealed behind aluminum plates
in the translucent vinyl plastic ceiling developed by the Marlux Corporation.

“The sculptor of today is living in an age of industry and should take advantage of
it. In my work this starts with the steel mill. | take this raw material, heat treat it
with bronze and other alloys and provide a texture and a lasting surface. These
metal parts are then so placed in relation to each other as to make the most of any
given space.”—Bertoia
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Lower left: A delicate sculptured metal decoration is suspended over the
escalator i the main banking room. "It is light in weight and feeling and linear
in composition and offers the greatest possible contrast to the massive screen.”
—Berloia
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